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‘R )HEN ONE CONSIDERS INDIVIDUALS
who have had the greatest impact

on our profession in the first half of the
twentieth century, the name of Floyde Eddy
Hogeboom must certainly rank in the top
ten. Dr. Hogeboom'’s diverse talents and
creativity, combined with iron-clad convic-
tions and strong moral character, were tem-
pered by his witty sense of humor and love
for his voung patients.

As a young man I was privileged to
know Dr. Hogeboom both as my dentist
and as a family friend. At age 13, T asked
him why he put a tiny gold inlay in a lower
second bicuspid instead of an amalgam
restoration. He took time to kindly explain,
“I'm glad you asked me that. Someday,
when you are a dentist, people will ask
you the same question.” (The restoration
is still intact 50 years later!)

Dr. Hogeboom was indeed a multi-
talented, diverse individual. He was the
Lay Leader and Trustee of the Wilshire
Methodist Church for 30 years, 32nd-de-
gree Scottish Rite Mason and Shriner, ac-
complished musician and director of the

Wilshire Community Orchestra for 40 years,
president of the USCSD Alumni Association,
founder of many organizations dealing with
children’s dentistry, author of the first text-
book on dentistry for children, Practical
Pedodontia and Public Health Dentistry,
Fellow of The American College of Den-
tists, Charter member and Past President of
American Society of Dentistry for Children,
and Former member of the Board of Trust-
ees, USCSD, 1938-1955.

His office manager of twelve years, Edna
(Nielsen) Done, who knew him well, re-
members. “His patients came from many
states. He even reconstructed deformed
mouths. He was very kind with children
afflicted with mental disorders.”

Immediately following his graduation
from the USC College of Dentistry in 1919,
Floyde Hogeboom served as the Supervi-
sor of the Dental Division of the Pasadena
Schools, and as the supervising dentist at
the Pasadena Hospital Dispensary (now
Huntington Memorial Hospital). These first
two years of “public health” service, free
from the mundane distractions of private
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practice, undoubtedly influenced his de-
cision to dedicate his life to “the cause” of
educating other dentists to prevent and
treat children’s dental problems.

Experience with Pasadena children’s
poor dental hygiene forged his resolve to
find better and more effective methods for
teaching oral hygiene. In one school dis-
trict, out of 4,411 students examined, 798
had what he described as “teeth so dirty,
with green stains, that it is one of nature’s
miracles that the teeth resisted the carious
process as long as they did.”

In response to these needs, Dr.
Hogeboom organized several programs
designed to educate children as well as their
parents. Included were pamphlets, written
in a simple question and answer format, to
be sent home with the

not able to identify ‘the small unrecogniz-
able cavity, the oncoming malocclusion,
or the pathological lesion’ that would make
a difference in the child’s future.” After
examining over ten thousand mouths by
the end of his two years of service, Dr.
Hogeboom was certain that a dentist
needed to do the school examination.

In 1921, Dr. I-Iogeboom’beczlme a
member of the staff at the College of Den-
tistry. Three years later he authored one
of the first texts on children’s dentistry.
This book was a collection of materials
about operative dentistry for children and
a call for dentists to realize that preven-
tive dentistry begins in early life. The final
words of this first and every subsequent
edition were, “No one man has a mo-

Dr. Floyde Hogeboom

children. Classroom lec-
tures and toothbrushing
drills were held at
school. In 1933 he wrote,

“No one man bas a monopoly on the best
methods for the care of children, whatever

“Truesuccessinany field - s field of endeavor may be, but many bave

depends in some degree
on teaching ability. The
dentist not only must re-
pair the damaged struc-
tures, but must teach the
children and parents health habits with zeal-
ous enthusiasm.”

As early as 1924, Dr. Hogeboom pre-
dicted that a concentrated effort to improve
dental education in the schools would be
very productive in reducing dental disease.
He wrote, “Here the dentist strikes at the
beginning evil. He attempts to head off the
oncoming results of neglect and the se-
quelae. He also attempts to ward off dis-
cases of later life by carefully shielding the
growing child and tactfully educating the
parent....”

While working with the Pasadena
schools, another problem observed by Dr.
Hogeboom was that the dental examina-
tion of children was being performed by
the school physician or school nurse.
“These people could indeed identify a
‘wide open crater’ of a cavity. They were
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nopoly on the best methods for the care
of children, whatever his field of endeavor
may be, but many have the zeal and the
enthusiasm for better methods, and so it
is my hope that this book will assist in
focusing the attention of the dental world
on the improvement of the dental health
of children.”

To Dr. Hogeboom's delight, Practical
Pedodontia was warmly accepted by both
dentists and dental schools. His sphere of
influence was expanded further in 1940
when the fourth edition of his book was
translated and published in Spanish by a
group of Havana Dentists. The sixth and
final edition of Practical Pedodontia was
published in 1953 with a total of 642 pages.

In 1933, under the direction of Dean
Lewis E. Ford, Dr. Hogeboom organized the
first Department of Children’s Dentistry. Lec-

the zeal and the entbusiasm for better
methods . . ..







